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ALBUQUERQUE – Throughout human history, honey bees have come to symbolize 

hard work, community, politics, and faith. This important eusocial flying insect is 

presented in the exhibit “What’s the Buzz? Why Honey Bees Matter,” opening on July 

23 at the New Mexico Museum of Natural History & Science.  

“What’s the Buzz?” takes a closer look at bees in culture and religion, their migration 

history, the physiology and anatomy of bees, and the future of honey bees and their 

connection to agriculture.   

The exhibit explores how humans for thousands of years have kept honey bees for food 

and other bee products. For instance, early humans mastered not only the ability to hunt 

for honey in natural beehives, but they also maintained their own colonies of honey 

bees for reliable supplies of honey and beeswax.  

“What’s the Buzz?” also examines the critical role bees play in the growing of crops, 

pollinating about a third of the plants that produce food for human consumption, 

including nuts, melons, and fruits, and how a shortage of bees threatens 

that vital role. A series of large-scale disappearances of honey bees have 

occurred during the past 15 years due to a phenomenon known as colony collapse 

disorder; for example, from April 2014 to April 2015 commercial beekeepers in the 

United States lost a staggering 42% of their bees.   

Within the exhibit, activities for visitors of all ages include the waggle dance (a 

communication technique for bees), puzzles on bee body types, and a video that 

uses motion graphics to explain pollination.  
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“What’s the Buzz?” will be on display until January 2, 2022.  

About the New Mexico Museum of Natural History & Science  

The New Mexico Museum of Natural History & Science is a division of the Department 

of Cultural Affairs, under the leadership of the Board of Trustees of the New Mexico 

Museum of Natural History & Science. Programs and exhibits are generously supported 

by the New Mexico Museum of Natural History Foundation, through the generous 

support of donors. Established in 1986, the mission of the New Mexico Museum of 

Natural History & Science is to preserve and interpret the distinctive natural and 

scientific heritage of our state through extraordinary collections, research, exhibits, and 

programs designed to ignite a passion for lifelong learning. The NMMNHS offers 

exhibitions, programs, and workshops in Geoscience, including Paleontology and 

Mineralogy, Bioscience, and Space Science. It is the Southwest’s largest repository for 

fossils and includes a Planetarium and a large format 3D DynaTheater.  
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