NEW MEXICO MICHELLE EUAN overnor
Department of Health

DAVID R. SCRASE, M.D.
Acting Cabinet Secretary

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
October 22, 2021

State Offers Guidance for COVID-19 Booster Shots
Boosters now available for all three COVID-19 vaccines

SANTA FE - On Thursday, the federal Centers for Disease Control and Prevention
(CDC) announced the approval of booster doses for the Moderna and Johnson &
Johnson COVID-19 vaccines for certain populations. (Pfizer boosters have been
available since late September.) The CDC also approved “mixing and matching” for
all three COVID-19 vaccines. CDC clinical guidance has not yet been released, and
the New Mexico Medical Advisory Team will review it on Monday after it is
released.

For New Mexicans who received a Pfizer or Moderna vaccine, the following groups
are eligible for a booster shot at 6 months or more after completion of their initial
series:

65 years and older

18+ who live in long-term care settings

18+ who have underlying medical conditions
18+ who work or live in high-risk settings

For New Mexicans who received the Johnson & Johnson vaccine, booster shots are
also recommended for those who are 18 and older and who were vaccinated two or
more months ago.

Note: Moderna boosters are a half dose. Immunocompromised people receiving a
third shot for additional immunity, however, will continue to receive a full dose.

“Many New Mexicans will benefit from additional protection, and DOH will work

hand-in-hand with our healthcare partners to ensure that boosters are available,”

said DOH Acting Secretary David R. Scrase, M.D. “That said, the most urgent task
remains vaccinating New Mexicans who have not yet received their primary doses
- and we encourage them to do so.”


https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=0014jxt8kWUFe5YnKmAU_TJ0K31FYOqbX3gZio5qXzeaV8KlsbB6yVfOF0NhdU6JTCqee7IAyF-kuhfhXPD8500Sauma0KiPQCPLZoVd-nWUzkHgKThCTJVHnzfvUpTOU98B5T99-H9p1JWBhvhIrb1Jjk_lfoCNtKVsL-Jpffcetmeo3vbySftz2zspF_kb-vTugU6Uj2Sll9k8hIh_PBG8xWBnKjvs5kqt4D2QhssdIY=&c=gnx0wZ54DXPjhIizySIRawqw2iMVykYPyMMH2Ql8WUvptbQqYALkOw==&ch=ACKxBSXRFfEpgZYfAPQarYvrpxrvKJdb5kTWN1ijLw34hll2KTx31A==
https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=0014jxt8kWUFe5YnKmAU_TJ0K31FYOqbX3gZio5qXzeaV8KlsbB6yVfOLV-g4bLQOTEBq-ifPeH1WWQmA9hLSxcT0Fwhq86hg8s9BmMTpwA1fh3txiMdtg9yMyvyvj2bw98IS75eDHaKQJVrXiriNiizF6cgrzi08G4GwUDT3TcDbOoa92KICDaI7nMAhV5LpT7lHXC89cTQZpmmpUboMpl5wpXgy3loRYAjV-pwhwth9c6Q10Z6wZHby5DjbC4aGC1&c=gnx0wZ54DXPjhIizySIRawqw2iMVykYPyMMH2Ql8WUvptbQqYALkOw==&ch=ACKxBSXRFfEpgZYfAPQarYvrpxrvKJdb5kTWN1ijLw34hll2KTx31A==
https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=0014jxt8kWUFe5YnKmAU_TJ0K31FYOqbX3gZio5qXzeaV8KlsbB6yVfOF0NhdU6JTCqHfNdzVa5N6DsMnAl6fN1zyBHDjwFTzqxqx4hGzhwbQNhFs1MDZ1yR_Muh7mmA0Bf6LBn-RgaxAsji0wKXCVs4MOSUgVPM_ivCMvZX8-1E5q_DCZ-2Z1pg6HD9PkKZ3AAdEVoyAAAW-ILwb5Imtdg7JzyG6vINTTw&c=gnx0wZ54DXPjhIizySIRawqw2iMVykYPyMMH2Ql8WUvptbQqYALkOw==&ch=ACKxBSXRFfEpgZYfAPQarYvrpxrvKJdb5kTWN1ijLw34hll2KTx31A==

Available data show that all three of the COVID-19 vaccines approved or
authorized in the United States continue to be highly effective in reducing risk of
severe disease, hospitalization, and death, even against the current Delta variant.

Scheduling Vaccinations

New Mexicans are encouraged to schedule their primary and booster shots with
their primary care physicians. They can also do so through the statewide vaccine
COVID-19 vaccine registration system, vaccineNM.org. “Mix and match” booster
scheduling will likely be available early next week.

New Mexicans without access to the internet can call 1-855-600-3453 for
scheduling assistance.

Long-Term Care Facilities

The New Mexico Aging and Long-Term Services Department will coordinate the
distribution of boosters to the residents and staff of long-term care facilities who
have completed their primary dose regimen.

Additional Information

The State is currently in the process of updating information on its booster
website.

The Department of Health also encourages New Mexicans to confirm that their
vaccine records are up-to-date. New Mexicans who need assistance updating their
vaccineNM.org records can call the DOH hotline at 1-855-600-3453. New
Mexicans who need assistance updating their vaxviewNM.org record can call the
NMSIIS Help Desk at 1-833-882-6454.
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