FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
January 12, 2022
Contact: Matt Garcia-Sierra, m.garciasierra@nmlegis.gov, 505.205.5486

NM House GOP calls on Governor to address
concerns and issues facing New Mexicans in
upcoming session

Santa Fe — Today the NM House Republican Caucus requested that the Governor support important
legislation in the 2" Session of the 54 Legislature. Per the Constitution, the office of Governor is
granted authority to determine the agenda for the 30-day regular session in which the Legislature is
required to appropriate the state budget.

House Republicans are appealing to the Governor to address several key areas of concern in the state.
The Republican caucus is concerned that with an upcoming election, the Governor and her
administration will seek to tailor a hyper-partisan agenda instead of allowing lawmakers to work across
the aisle to address the many serious and concerning needs of New Mexicans that have boiled over
during the Governor’s two-years of unabated use of the Emergency Powers Act.

House Republicans request that the following list of legislative topics be deemed germane, in order to
foster a less partisan and more New Mexico focused legislative session:

e Any and all legislation designed to reduce the growing number of violent crimes within
the state, improve the ability of law enforcement officers to fulfill their sworn duties,
and ensuring convicted criminals are held accountable for their actions.

e Any and all legislation designed to improve the ability of law enforcement and the
judicial system to ensure multiple DWI offenders are prohibited from driving on our
streets and highways.

e Anyand all legislation to address the long-term negative impacts of HB 75, the medical
malpractice bill enacted during the 2021 regular session, to ensure doctors and other medical
professionals will be able to purchase sufficient insurance coverage so they can continue serving
their patients and not be forced to leave the state.

e Any and all legislation to reform the management and delivery of services by the
Children, Youth and Families Department to help protect the well-being of our state’s
most vulnerable children.

e Any and all legislation to require state employees to return to their offices in a safe and
healthy manner in order to restore a responsive state government and require state
departments and agencies to act in a more consumer friendly manner.

¢ Any and all legislation which improves our state’s public education system by expanding
the choices New Mexico families have in selecting the best school for their children and
require state dollars for education assistance follow the student rather than being tied
to an specific public school.
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Any and all legislation that would prohibit the teaching of any component of critical race
theory in our public schools.

Any and all legislation to prohibit vaccine mandates and protect the privacy of any
employee who has decided not to be vaccinated by prohibiting any governmental
agency from requesting vaccination records from employers.

Any and all legislation to codify past and current executive orders to lessen the
regulatory burden on small businesses and require state departments and agencies to
grant reciprocity rights for licenses and certificates of trained professionals and trades
people issued by other states.

Any and all legislation to place a time limit on any public health emergency declared by
the Governor and require the Governor to call the Legislature into a special session so
that the circumstances of the emergency may be considered before the Governor’s
declaration can be extended.

House Republicans also request that the Governor and Secretary of State cease pushing their Election
Code legislation that is designed to benefit Democrat candidates on the 2022 general election ballot. In
their letter, House Republican leadership asserted that the out-of-touch proposal will reduce the
public’s faith in the electoral process. Until honest bipartisan discussions on changes to the Election
Code occur, House Republicans cannot support or request that the Governor add this topic to the call of
the Legislature.

The House Republican Caucus Leadership is hopeful that in an election year, and with the eyes of voters
watching, that the Governor will adhere to a fair and transparent legislative session that includes
vigorous bipartisan debate on the failures and missed opportunities from the past three years.

The letter from House Republican Leadership to the Governor is attached to this release.

Hit#



State of Nefo Mexirn
Houge of Representatives

STATE CAPITOL

Bmta Fe

January 12, 2022

The Honorable Michelle Lujan Grisham
Governor, State of New Mexico

- State Capitol, Room 400

490 Old Santa Fe Trail

Santa Fe, New Mexico 87501

Dear Governor:

On behalf of the House Republican Caucus, we are writing to request your support for adding a number
of important issues to the legislative agenda for the upcoming regular session which begins on January
18, 2022. While the 30-day session is dominated by legislation dealing with budget and tax issues, we
believe the 30-day session provides an opportunity to also consider legislation that will make our
communities safer, preserve the ability of our health care system to meet patient needs, enhance our
public education system by expanding choice for families to determine which school is best for their
children, improve the operation of state agencies, and create balance between the executive and
legislative branches in declaring public health emergencies.

Article V, Section 5(B)(2) of the State Constitution grants your office the power to set an agenda for the
30-day session and such authority must be exercised in a manner to provide the Legislature flexibility in
considering any and all legislative proposals that affect a general topic area.

Therefore, we request that your legislative call for the upcoming session make the following general
topic areas germane during our deliberations:

¢ Anyand all legislation designed to reduce the growing number of violent crimes within our
state, improve the ability of law enforcement officers to fulfill their sworn duties, and ensuring
convicted criminals are held accountable for their actions. Examples of permissible legislation
could include reform pre-trial detention procedures, imposing mandatory sentences for crimes
committed with a firearm and controlled substances, determine sentencing based on prior
criminal convictions, and providing for no statute of limitation for 2" degree murder.

e Any and all legislation designed to improve the ability of law enforcement and the judicial
system to ensure repeat DUl offenders are prohibited from driving on our streets and highways.
In addition, any and all legislation should be permitted which establishes clear standards for
driving while intoxicated for the use of cannabis, cocaine, heroin, and other dangerous
substances, as well as permitting law enforcement to test for illicit drugs to determine when a
driver is under the influence.

e Anyand all legislation to address the long-term negative.impacts of HB 75, the medical
malpractice bill enacted during the 2021 regular session, to ensure doctors and other medical
professionals will be able to purchase sufficient insurance coverage so they can continue serving
their patients and not be forced to leave the state.



e Any and all legislation to reform the management and delivery of services by the Children, Youth
and Families Department to help protect the well-being of our state’s most vulnerable children.

e Any and all legislation to require state employees to return to their offices in a safe and healthy
manner in order to restore a responsive state government and require state departments and
agencies to act in a more consumer friendly manner.

* Any and all legislation which improves our state’s public education system by expanding the
choices New Mexico families have in selecting the best school for their children and require
state dollars for education assistance to follow the student rather than being tied to a specific
public school.

e Any and all legislation that would prohibit the teaching of any component of critical race theory
in our public schools.

¢ Any and all legislation to prohibit vaccine mandates and protect the privacy of any employee
who has decided not to be vaccinated by prohibiting any governmental agency from requesting
vaccination records from employers.

e Anyand all legislation to codify past and current executive orders to lessen the regulatory
burden on small businesses and require state departments and agencies to grant reciprocity
rights for licenses and certificates of trained professionals and trades people issued by other
states.

e Any and all legislation to place a time limit on any public health emergency declared by the
Governor and require the Governor to call the Legislature into a special session so that the
circumstances of the emergency may be considered before the Governor’s declaration can be
extended.

We also request your legislative call not include the proposed package of election law changes the
Secretary of State and you are supporting. These proposed changes, in our opinion, will only reduce the
public’s faith in our electoral process by further increasing the opportunities that election results can be
manipulated for partisan benefit. Improvements in how our elections are conducted and how to
improve voter access should be the result of bipartisan discussions and cooperation, unfortunately
these proposed changes are clearly designed to benefit one specific political party.

Thank you for your consideration of our requests. The people of New Mexico expect their elected
representatives and officials to work together in addressing our state’s most pressing problems. We
hope the upcoming legislative session will permit both sides of the aisle to fulfill the people’s worthwhile
expectations.

Sincerely yours,
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James G. Townsend Rod Montoya Rebecca Dow

Republican Leader Republican Whip Caucus Chair
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