New Mexico Chapter
2121 Osuna Rd. NE
Albuquerque, NM 87113
505-265-8514
Kathy Segura-Salas,
Executive Director, 505690-9379

Jim Gilloon
480-536-3210
james.gilloon@redcross.org
FOR MEDIA ONLY

National Volunteer Week: Red Cross Honors
Volunteers Who Continue to Serve During Crisis

Albuquerque, NM- (April 22, 2020) — National Volunteer Week is April 19 to 25, and the American
Red Cross of Arizona honors our volunteers who are helping people in need, even during the uncertain
times of the COVID-19 pandemic.
Emergencies don’t stop, and neither do local Red Cross volunteers, who are still providing care and
comfort after disasters of all sizes, including home fires and other local disasters. During the month of
March alone, local volunteers helped more than 100 people impacted by these incidents.
Due to this coronavirus outbreak, volunteers are often providing relief services after home fires virtually,
in coordination with local fire departments. Connecting with families by phone or video calls, we’re helping
to provide support like lodging, health and mental health services, and emergency financial assistance, as
well as link people to available recovery resources.
Hundreds of our volunteers with the Red Cross by helping to support blood collections, providing
emergency assistance to military families, training people in lifesaving skills, responding to home fires in
the middle of the night and so much more. These individuals are among the more than 300,000
volunteers who comprise more than 90% of the national Red Cross workforce.
“Red Cross volunteers keep our communities strong,” said Kurt Kroemer, Regional CEO of the American
Red Cross. “We honor these true heroes who give their time to help people in need.”

BECOME A VOLUNTEER Our need for volunteers is constant and continues to evolve as we navigate
this coronavirus health crisis. Volunteer opportunities include supporting blood donations and delivering
much-needed disaster services to your community. We even have a wide variety of volunteer-from-home
opportunities available. Find out more.
Interested in serving? Everyone’s safety is our top priority. Please review Centers for Disease Control
and Prevention guidance for people who are at higher risk for severe illness, consult your healthcare
provider and follow local guidance.
About the American Red Cross:
The American Red Cross shelters, feeds and provides emotional support to victims of disasters; supplies
about 40 percent of the nation's blood; teaches skills that save lives; provides international humanitarian
aid; and supports military members and their families. The Red Cross is a not-for-profit organization that
depends on volunteers and the generosity of the American public to perform its mission. For more
information, please visit redcross.org or cruzrojaamericana.org, or visit us on Twitter at @RedCross.
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