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Senator Kernan Pleads for Balance Between 

Needs of Students, Needs of the Economy 

 &  Covid Science 
“We have to begin to balance what is happening to our children and our school systems, 

the needs of our state’s economy  with the science of the spread of Covid.” 

 

“My goal is to do everything necessary to get our school children safely  back into their 

classrooms, face-to-face with their instructors and our businesses are back to 

business,” Senator Kernan said.+. 

 

 

Santa Fe—State Senator Gay Kernan (R-Hobbs) took the opportunity today to share her 

concerns and many of the concerns of Hobbs, and  Lea and Eddy Counties regarding the 

impact of Covid restrictions on the communities. She spoke to  a member of the governor’s 

administration who testified before the  Legislative Finance Committee (LFC)  at its meeting 

in Santa Fe.  Senator Kernan also received answers to her questions on how Southeastern 

New Mexico schools can get the green light to open their doors to students and how more of 

the economy can reopen.  The  answer she was told from Human Services Secretary Dr. 

David Scrase is  “more Covid 19 testing.” 

“I want to stress that Dr. David Scrase confirmed that more testing will increase our 

opportunity to meet gating criteria to open schools in Southeastern New Mexico and to 

reopen our economy,” Senator Kernan said. “I also made it clear that those who 

deliver education in New Mexico must have a voice at the table when policy decisions 

are made with regard to reopening schools across the state.” 

Senator Kernan told  Dr. Scrase and the members of the LFC that some  parents are moving 

their students out of state where they are able to attend school in person.   “We have to 

begin to balance what is happening to our children and our school systems with the 

science of the spread of Covid. As we go across state lines in Texas, those schools are 

open and students are all back and all in,” Senator Kernan said.    

 

Senator Kernan  also suggested that  the medical advisory team that advises  the policy 

decisions on Covid restrictions take into consideration the New Mexico School 

Superintendents Association’s recent letter to the  Secretary of Education. The school 

superintendents are asking for a voice at the table with the policy makers who  make the 

decision about reopening schools and reopening the economy.    

 



Senator Kernan also took the opportunity to let Dr. Scrase, as a member of the governor’s 

administration  know that Senator Kernan  checks the status of hospitalizations in Lea and 

Eddy  Counties each week. “Over the past two weeks in Lea County, with a population 

over 70,000, there were four hospital admissions related to Covid and two hospital 

transfers,  yet our schools are still closed  and our businesses are closed or  restricted.” 

Senator Kernan questions whether the  medical advisory team is taking consideration 

the high percentage of essential workers in Southeastern New Mexico,  specifically in 

the oil and gas industry.”  

 

“My goal is to do everything necessary to get our school children safely  back into their 

classrooms, face-to-face with their instructors, and our businesses are back to 

business,” Senator Kernan said.+. 

 

 

### 
New Mexico State Senator Gay Kernan of Hobbs has served in the New Mexico Senate since 2003.  She represents District 42 

which includes the following counties Chaves, Eddy, and Lea Counties.  Senator Kernan, a Republican, has been a member of the 

powerful Senate Finance Committee since 2017.   


