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RUIDOSO, New Mexico - November 22, 2020 -  In the midst of the Covid-19 crisis, 
Ruidoso, New Mexico’s Municipal School District is the first in the world to debut and deploy 
the world’s first-proven Coronavirus-Killing Xenon-UV ray robot – the Xenex LightStrike. 
(pronounced Zen-Ex) 
 
Cutting-Edge Technology 
 
The one-of-a-kind Xenex LightStrike robots are now zapping Ruidoso schools with patented 
pulsating Xenon-UV light rays that are proven to penetrate the coronavirus’ cell walls and 
destroy its molecular structure, according to researchers. 
 
Research Evidence 
 
In a peer-reviewed study published in the journal, Infection Control and Hospital 
Epidemiology, researchers concluded that, within two-minutes, LightStrike’s broad-spectrum 
beams of UV light are 99.99% effective at destroying SARS-CoV-2 -- the virus that causes Covid-
19. 
 
Those are the findings of tests conducted at the Texas Biomedical Research Institute. It is one of 
only 10 BioSafety Level 4 Labs in North America. 
 
Cutting-Edge Technology | SOT: Morris Miller, CEO, Xenex | TC: 01:06 -01:20 
 
“This technology is important today because these are the most powerful UV robots that have 
ever been made. They're 4,000 times more intense than any other UV robot that has ever been 
on the market. As a result of that, they're extremely fast.” 
 
Futuristic Robots Roam Four Schools 
 
Each LightStrike robot costs $125,000.  

The robots are now being used in all four of Ruidoso schools to disinfect high-touch areas. They 
include, cafeterias, classrooms, computer equipment, gymnasiums, lavatories, lockers, locker 
rooms, libraries, offices and elsewhere. 

School Zapping | SOT: Morris Miller, CEO, Xenex | TC: 01:42 -02:12 
 
“Ruidoso New Mexico has adopted the LightStrike robots to disinfect an entire school system. 
Now that school system is small. It's only four schools. They needed six robots to get the 
elementary schools, the middle schools and the high schools. It's important because they're 
making a commitment to ensure a pathogen-free environment. As those students return to 
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school, students returning to school is important because in-person teaching is better than 
remote learning.” 

School Cleaning | SOT: George Bikert, Superintendent, Ruidoso Municipal School 
District | TC: 02:36 – 02:45 

“We were shut down since March. We were doing deep cleaning, as everybody was doing. But 
these robots enable us to really do deep cleaning.” 

Population 
 
There are 7,963 people living in Ruidoso, according to the U.S. Census. 
 
Roughly 1,800 children attending school in Ruidoso. There are about 100 teachers and staff 
members. 
 
Hospitals, Hotels, Residential Skyscraper, NFL Stadium 
 
Prior to the pandemic LightStrike robots were sold primarily to hospitals and healthcare 
facilities – 750 worldwide. 
 
However, since March, the company’s sales and scope of clients have increased to include the 
San Antonio International Airport in Texas; the ultra-luxury Paramount Miami Worldcenter 
residential skyscraper in Miami; the Beverly Hilton Hotel in Beverly Hills, California; and the 
Bank of America Stadium in Charlotte, N.C. -- home of the Carolina Panthers.  
 
And, now, for the first time, LightStrike robots are in schools. 
 
New Mexico & Texas Hospitals 
 
The efficacy of the LightStrike robot has ben validated in more than 40 studies published by 
universities and hospitals. 
 
They include the Mayo Clinic, the University of Texas MD Anderson Cancer Center in Houston, 
and Veterans Affairs hospitals and U.S. Military healthcare facilities from coast-to-coast. 
 
In New Mexico, two government healthcare facilities are using the robots. 
 
In Texas more than 50 hospitals and healthcare facilities use LightStrike Robots. 
 
Xenex Texas HQ 
 
Xenex is headquartered in San Antonio, Texas. 
 
Santa Fe, N.M. Inventor 
 
LightStrike was invented by Mark Stibich, PhD. He is an infectious diseases epidemiologist who 
resides in Santa Fe, New Mexico. 
 
He is Co-Founder of Xenex and its Chief Scientific Officer. 
 



Deactivates Variety of Pathogens 
 
LightStrike’s intense, pulsating bursts of Xenon UV light are not only proven to 
destroy SARS-CoV-2, the virus that causes Covid-19; but its robotic room 
disinfection system also quickly deactivates C.diff, Ebola, MRSA, SARS and other 
viruses and pathogens, according to an array of studies published by 40 major 
universities and hospitals.  
 
Not for Use on Humans and Animals 
 
LightStrike is not for use on humans and animals. It does, however, disinfect an array of 
surfaces including computers, countertops, doors, fitness equipment, elevators, floors, furniture, 
kitchens, lavatories and showers. 
 
CDC 
 
According to the CDC, coronavirus can remain active on surfaces for more than 14-days. 
 
MassRobotics 
 
While most people equate the term, “robot,” to an autonomous-moving device, LightStrike is 
moved from one-location to the next by a trained technician. Despite the “human element;” 
because LightStrke is equipped with a retractable xenon-UV lamp. 
 
MassRobotics is an independent, non-profit center serving to educate and inspire the 
development of robotics.  
 
It defines the Xenex room disinfection device as a, “robot.” 
 
Transcripts SOT: Morris Miller, CEO, Xenex  

00:50 – 01:03 
 
These are the most powerful UV robots on the face of the earth. In a matter of two minutes, 
these robots have been proven by the Texas biomedical research Institute to kill SARS CoV-2, 
that causes Covid-19. 
 
01:06 – 01:20 
 
This technology is important today because these are the most powerful UV robots that have 
ever been made. They're 4,000 times more intense than any other UV robot that has ever been 
on the market. As a result of that, they're extremely fast.  

01:24 – 01:40 
 
People are looking for a disease conscious lifestyle. They want to make sure when they go into a 
public space, that they're not going to get sick because of pathogens that have been left on the 
environment.  The light strike robot is the most powerful UV robot that's ever been made.  
 
01:42 – 2:12 
 



Ruidoso New Mexico has adopted the LightStrike robots to disinfect an entire school system. 
Now that school system is small. It's only four schools. They needed six robots to get the 
elementary schools, the middle schools and the high schools. It's important because they're 
making a commitment to ensure a pathogen free-environment. As those students return to 
school, students returning to school is important because in-person teaching is better than 
remote learning.  
 
Transcripts SOT: George Bikert, Superintendent, Ruidoso Municipal School 
District 
 
02:22 – 02:34 
 
And when COVID came on schools were shut-down. We researched some things and we decided 
that these LightStrike robots would be very beneficial in all four of our school buildings. In 
March, we were doing deep-cleaning as everybody was doing, but these robots enable us to 
really do deep cleaning  
 
02:47 – 02:55 
 
Our staff, our students, and our community greatly support the steps that we've taken in having 
the Xenex robots on our team. 
 
02:57 -03:15 
 
We purchased six robots. Currently, we keep two, Arthur and Reba, here at our primary school, 
because we currently are in hybrid mode and have our youngest students here. We also keep two 
at our elementary school, where we currently have hybrid students. And the other two, we have 
one at the middle school and one at the high school. 
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