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 TSA firearm catch rate doubles in 2020 - highest in the agency’s 19-
year history 

WASHINGTON - Transportation Security Administration (TSA) officers detected twice 
as many firearms per million passengers screened at airport security checkpoints 
nationwide in 2020 compared to 2019, and at a significantly higher rate than any other 
year since the agency’s inception. Throughout 2020, TSA caught approximately 10 
firearms per million passengers screened as compared to about 5 firearms per million 
passengers screened in 2019.   

TSA officers discovered a total of 3,257 firearms on passengers or in their carry-on 
bags at checkpoints, although total passengers screened in 2020 fell by 500 million 
versus 2019 due to the pandemic. Of those firearms caught in 2020, about 83 percent 
were loaded. In 2019, TSA officers stopped a record 4,432 firearms, of which 87 
percent were loaded. 

“I commend our officers for their commitment to TSA’s security mission by identifying 
and stopping these weapons at the TSA checkpoints. Firearms are strictly prohibited 
onboard planes in the passenger cabin,” said Senior Official Performing the Duties of 
TSA Administrator Darby LaJoye. “Bringing a firearm to a TSA security checkpoint 
poses a serious risk to TSA officer and passenger safety, and doing so may result in 
significant fines or arrest.” 

Passengers with firearms at checkpoints were stopped at 234 airports nationwide. The 
top ten airports where TSA officers detected guns at checkpoints in 2020 were:  

TOP 10 AIRPORTS W/ TOTAL FIREARM CATCHES BY TSA IN 2020 

RANK AIRPORT (CODE) TOTAL 

1 Hartsfield-Jackson Atlanta International Airport (ATL) 220 

2 Dallas/Fort Worth International Airport (DFW)  176 

3 Houston’s George Bush Intercontinental Airport (IAH)  126 

4 Phoenix Sky Harbor International Airport (PHX)  124 

5 Denver International Airport (DEN)  104 



6 Nashville International Airport (BNA)  94 

7 Fort Lauderdale-Hollywood International Airport (FLL) 87 

8 Orlando International Airport (MCO)  79 

9 Las Vegas McCarran International Airport (LAS)  72 

10 Salt Lake City International Airport (SLC)  71 

 

Firearms discovered at TSA checkpoints in 2020 (TSA Photo) 

Airline passengers can fly with firearms in checked baggage if the firearms are properly 
packed and declared at check-in. However, firearm possession laws vary by state and 
locality. TSA advises travelers to familiarize themselves with state and local firearm 
laws for each point of travel prior to departure to ensure they transport guns in 
accordance with applicable laws. Airlines may have additional requirements for traveling 
with firearms and ammunition, so travelers should also contact the airline regarding 
firearm and ammunition carriage policies prior to arriving at the airport. 

In some cities, local law enforcement may file criminal charges against travelers who 
bring firearms to the TSA checkpoint. TSA will assess civil penalties that vary by 
number of previous offenses and whether the firearm was loaded at the time. The 
complete list of penalties is posted on TSA.gov. Firearms are not permitted in the 
passenger cabin of an airplane; this includes travelers with a concealed weapon permit.  

https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDEsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMTAxMjYuMzM5Njk5NDEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL3d3dy50c2EuZ292L3RyYXZlbC9jaXZpbC1lbmZvcmNlbWVudCJ9.7jGhP4eIIiYqCg52UW4LAwB8ffCRhfc0X06n_E86ZeE/s/159099658/br/93614802192-l


Where local firearm possession laws permit, passengers may travel with firearms in 
checked baggage if they are unloaded and packed in a locked hard-sided case. 
Ammunition must be in its original box and can be packed inside the hard-side case, 
next to the firearm. Even if the box of ammunition is not full, the bullets must be in their 
original case. The passenger must present the case with the firearm at the airline 
check-in counter and inform the airline representative of their intention to travel with the 
gun. Firearms are transported with checked baggage and are placed in the cargo hold 
of the aircraft.  

Data collected represents the number of firearms caught on passengers and in their 
carry-on bags at the nation’s TSA checkpoints. Excluded from the data are improperly 
packed guns at checked baggage stations, toys, replicas and BB guns. Visit the TSA 
website for details on how to properly travel with a firearm. 

### 

The Transportation Security Administration was created to strengthen the security of the nation's transportation 
systems and ensure the freedom of movement for people and commerce. TSA uses a risk-based strategy and works 

closely with transportation, law enforcement and intelligence communities to set the standard for excellence in 
transportation security. 

For more information about TSA, please visit our website at tsa.gov 
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