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The American Red Cross and V.A. team up to provide virtual social engagement
with Veterans during the COVID-19 pandemic

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

PHOENIX, ARIZ. (May 10, 2021) As America commemorates U.S. Armed Forces Day, Saturday, May 15, and May
as National Military Appreciation Month, The Arizona and New Mexico Chapters of The American Red Cross (ARC) are
partnering with The U.S. Department of Veteran Affairs (V.A.) to boost the Department's Compassionate Contact Corps
program (CCC) which provides companionship to Vets experiencing social isolation during the COVID-19 pandemic.

May 21 marks the 140%™ anniversary of the charter of The American Red Cross by Congress, and Service to Armed Forces
(SAF) has always been one of the five core services provided by ARC. The Red Cross has been on battlefields worldwide,
caring for members of the U.S. Armed Forces and their families - before, during, and after their military service.

Now, the Central and Northern Arizona, Southern Arizona & New Mexico chapters ask their local volunteers to join "The
Corps" and open communication with one of our nation's heroes. Volunteers will be matched based on shared interests
and make regular phone or video visits with their Vet.

ARC Senior Vice President Koby Langley said, "We deem V.A.'s Compassionate Contact Corps a best practice and
signature program. It directly aligns with our organization's mission and expertise of its cadres across a vast nationwide
network of volunteers to prevent and alleviate human suffering whenever possible."

Red Cross Volunteers must be 18 years of age or older to participate in the CCC program and are encouraged to sign up
today through The American Red Cross Volunteer Connection website.

About the American Red Cross:

The American Red Cross shelters, feeds, and provides emotional support to victims of disasters; supplies about 40 percent
of the nation's blood; teaches skills that save lives; provides humanitarian aid; and supports military members and their
families. The Red Cross is a not-for-profit organization that depends on volunteers and the generosity of the American
public to perform its mission. For more information, please visit redcross.org or cruzrojaamericana.org, or visit us on

Twitter at @RedCross.

Local American Red Cross Social Media: Arizona — Facebook @RedCrossAriz; Twitter @RedCrossAZ New Mexico —
Facebook and Twitter @RedCrossNM; Instagram @redcross.az.nm
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