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NM Legislature moves forward with petition 

to convene itself in Extraordinary session 
 

Santa Fe, NM – House Republican Leadership today released their petition calling for an Extraordinary 

Legislative Session in order to give the legislature a voice in deciding how $1.75 billion dollars in federal 

COVID relief funds will be spent. Additionally, House Republican Leader Jim Townsend (Artesia), House 

Republican Whip Rod Montoya (Farmington), and House Republican Caucus Chair Rebecca Dow (Truth 

or Consequences) sent a letter to the House and Senate Democratic Leadership requesting their public 

support for the petition as it would send an important signal to the Governor that the Legislature’s 

constitutional role cannot be ignored when the $1.75 billion in federal funds are appropriated.   

  

The petition calls for the State Legislature to convene a special session so lawmakers could either 

override Lujan Grisham’s $1.2 billion of line-item vetoes, or vote upon any negotiated agreement 

between the legislative and executive branches that would earmark how this $1.75 billion would be 

used to help New Mexico recover from the pandemic.  The state constitution grants sole authority to 

appropriate state treasury funds to the Legislature. By allowing the executive to unilaterally bypass and 

usurp this constitutional responsibility, the inaction by the Legislature will set a precedent that 

dramatically erodes the Legislature’s “power of the purse.”  In previous years, there has been bipartisan 

support to push back against executive spending without legislative approval.  

  

In order to convene an Extraordinary Legislative Session, the petition must receive support from three-

fifths of each chamber, or 42 House Members and 25 Senators. The petition was drafted and will be 

distributed by the Legislative Council Service. All 112 lawmakers will have until July 8, 2020 to indicate 

their support for this needed action to ensure public transparency and preserve the balance of power 

between the legislative and executive branches of government. (Letter and petitions are attached) 

### 
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FIFTY-FIFTH LEGISLATURE

TO: The Honorable Michelle Lujan Grisham
Governor of New Mexico

CERTIFICATE

I, _________________________, a member of the NEW MEXICO HOUSE OF
[printed name]

REPRESENTATIVES, hereby certify that, in my opinion, an emergency exists in the affairs of

the state of New Mexico and that it is necessary for the legislature to convene in extraordinary

session to review and consider for appropriation by the legislature the federal funds totaling

$1.75 billion received pursuant to the federal American Rescue Plan Act of 2021.  Therefore, I

respectfully request that you convene the legislature in extraordinary session within five days of

your receipt of a sufficient number of signatures pursuant to the provisions of Article 4, Section 6

of the Constitution of New Mexico.

________________________________ __________________ ____________
Signature District # Date



FIFTY-FIFTH LEGISLATURE

TO: The Honorable Michelle Lujan Grisham
Governor of New Mexico

CERTIFICATE

I, _________________________, a member of the NEW MEXICO SENATE, hereby certify 
[printed name]

that, in my opinion, an emergency exists in the affairs of the state of New Mexico and that it is

necessary for the legislature to convene in extraordinary session to review and consider for

appropriation by the legislature the federal funds totaling $1.75 billion received pursuant to the

federal American Rescue Plan Act of 2021.  Therefore, I respectfully request that you convene

the legislature in extraordinary session within five days of your receipt of a sufficient number of

signatures pursuant to the provisions of Article 4, Section 6 of the Constitution of New Mexico.

________________________________ __________________ ____________
Signature District # Date
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