
 

 

 

 

 

 

City Crews Battling Seasonal Weeds 

Acting Parks Director McDonald  
Explains Strategic Approach 

 
August 25, 2021 -- Melissa A. McDonald, Acting Parks Division Director & River and 
Watershed Manager, reports that her teams are doing their utmost to address the 
current seasonal proliferation of weeds: 
 
“It’s been wonderful to get a good, solid monsoon season, but needless to say, the 
weeds were as happy as we were to get rain, so we get more weeds in our medians 
and at intersections. As a result, we have redirected resources and put more crews in 
problem areas. 
  
“Some weeds are unsightly, and we get rid of those during routine maintenance on a 
four-week cycle. Some weeds are dangerous because they can grow tall so quickly that 
they reduce visibility for motorists, cyclists, and pedestrians. These are our highest 
priority, and sometimes we have to pull crews to those 
potentially dangerous areas as they pop up. 
 
“In an effort to prevent this game of whack-a-mole in the future, crews will be digging 
out elms in the fall, winter, and spring. We’ll also be seeding with native pollinators that 
don’t grow too tall. By allowing certain flowering native species to grow, we keep dust 
levels down while simultaneously beautifying our streets and providing pollinators for 
the bees. There have been advancements in availability of effective non-toxic 
treatments on broad-leafed weeds, and we plan on using them next spring. 
 
"To keep updated on where we are heading, you can check the City’s monthly median 
tracker: santafenm.gov/parks__recreation. We are focusing on these areas over the 
next 3 weeks: 
 
Intersections: 

• St. Francis & Cerrillos Road (main intersection) 
• St. Francis & Cordova Road (to light at Don Diego) 
• Cerrillos & St. Michael’s Drive 
• Old Pecos Hwy. toward Medico 

https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001HwDyQy15Y2QXZ3thiuM4Q_lhUAPMnZh2Q--trJfj82UTrfQEKlOMTv1G-sAHmQkcBhBeZPOI3ZztzXbOEB7zwCRwr8bjaK1P73BP5AjMPCauugfpUP71phFde5mLpnT7GukX0HI5V8wTyggXti-XAY1nQvFAOLwz8HNbo5AO81utiSiEf7ylJhr2OVJWLFc7ft4ay2KDIvItREb1-Q9OJAGlMAYHWUU6xk4q1p1smr_-7_CqMIogF2KFTUktThJlFGYkXbDD1E_pdAMbOIoIERoPvb1KYSEi5GLvlT_sm1M9HiBLqkqs3qfeI9SpuDiV7bLa_EdOzu_gyxtpVmL1-QN67COAgPqIBQzcgstVcrCXQLqJtWVQ84zdpi-UPGkDI-wqt4EqQp_xucTyqMKQ2EyeWJhLM4eNmSTqtLJN5yLiCOUCGweW7YXg8ctl_hZNj2Jta5ImqC26Mo4CY9HvnVtKgAf-q5bprtdDNbRPN0s3kLDSvvKCCsZhpaLQ5g-QjtFVSUcOBHr-c146jCVlE-ZUpO340Mnk0i1gYlPJUgbqBz_i-PsEWAHJaJ-wOpSHnDIu1f3Ejf3mXBZyp_Oa7QBPQFTGDFveVfusw2cBfORrLAjWWDHsub-RJDsB8h86DNhDcV64OK6zR9G_zPtPVI4yp4Y6hWcgKIda8U4P4iEsIGrBHf71jeOQbx_iqMt4UZExDlIN0yqiJ3e5Q7PqMmDIDHlO1pLT&c=cdRdRQnssdoIhAAk26uNEZcKxM-GhHYRQsUNrKENasFU9IZp9le4fw==&ch=jC6JDtUrGjwKuZI1dnY8ssweVBI4vIPx4L3Ie21-Kh4wISsMogTung==


• Rodeo Road & Old Las Vegas Hwy 
• Sawmill & Medico 

  
Medians: 

• Paseo de Peralta (St. Francis to Farmers Market) 
• Guadalupe (Don Diego to downtown) 
• West Alameda (Camino Alire to downtown) 
• Cerrillos Road"   

 

  

 


