
 

 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
May 4, 2022 
  

Live Vape Free program helps teens rise above the 
clouds 

Teens text VAPEFREE to 873373 to register for teen vaping cessation 
program 

  

SANTA FE – The New Mexico Department of Health (DOH) announces the launch 
of Live Vape Free, a new program offering teens free tools and resources by text 
message to help them quit the use of electronic cigarettes (e-cigarette, nicotine and 
vaping).  
  
“Recent research by the Journal of the American Medical Association shows that 
much of the progress made in nearly two decades of getting kids to quit smoking 
may be eroding, as so many teens are trying, but failing to quit vaping nicotine.” 
said Acting Department of Health Secretary, David R. Scrase, M.D. “This program 
will be a valuable tool to assist our young people in quitting e-cigarettes and it will 
provide educational tools for parents, guardians, and teachers.” 

  
Traditional cigarette smoking is at an all-time low among New Mexico high school 
youth at nine percent, but according to the Campaign for Tobacco-Free Kids, 1 in 3 
New Mexico high school youth are currently vaping.  
  
“Vaping is just another way to hook people on nicotine, which is particularly 
dangerous for growing minds and bodies,” Public Education Secretary Kurt 
Steinhaus said. “We’ve made tremendous inroads in youth smoking; now we have 
to tackle youth vaping with as much vigor. We are eager to work with the 
Department of Health to help spread word about the dangers of vaping through 
this new program.” 

  
Recent successes to address this issue include raising the age for the sale of all 
tobacco and vaping products to age 21, through a bill signed into law in 2020 by 
Governor Michelle Lujan Grisham ( SB131). The law also requires tobacco retailers 
to have a license to sell tobacco and vaping products.  
  
Live Vape Free is a national text-based program capable of providing teens (ages 
13 to 17) with one-on-one coaching, live text support, and interactive content to 
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help them quit e-cigarettes. Live Vape Free is designed to help teens find their 
"why" when quitting by 

• educating teens on the keys to quitting nicotine. 
• boosting overall confidence among teens looking to quit. 
• motivating and inspiring users to learn more about the implications to 

their long-term health by getting and staying nicotine-free.  
  
New Mexico is one of only five states to launch both the youth and adult 
components of the program, out of the just 13 states using the Live Vape Free 
program.  
  
To register, all teens have to do is text VAPEFREE to 873373. Adults will need to 
register online at LiveVapeFreeNM.com.  
  
For the adults in teens' lives, such as parents, guardians, and teachers to do their 
part to encourage and educate teens on the importance for their health to quit e-
cigarettes. Live Vape Free provides self-paced online courses, one-on-one 
coaching support and downloadable toolkits so they can learn about teen e-
cigarette use and give them the tools needed to turn themselves from concerned 
adults into quit champions. 
  
In addition to helping teens, New Mexico adults ages 18 and older looking to quit 
any form of nicotine can continue to do so through the NMDOH’s 1-800-QUIT-
NOW program. Find free and proven-effective tools at www.quitnownm.com. 

 

 
### 

NMDOH 
 

David Morgan, Public Information Officer | David.Morgan@state.nm.us 
 

 

https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001nRnOcSoekrn6mnF4fFWEXt7SMLB7qD70dk_Nc6RskM7ZNA7BoMR-NokoGCvFYv1ChSDgRLqjeoXN4Wt2oX33VBayXrRxONRykWIbLGI3NBx5DdSeihGQ3ZTSV02mEnJ3FTIZqdjk8GbT4WbtPylI_zex0JZQn-3ZMzNKLgTjZtmoTzkFD8929pbNdpZbD4zI388KrAwKBfrcqwwm9IsKPFm3cBYR-YFY6OW21JfebVY7jWAbWgi81SqTyknAYPRqL5y535cdORYxBganzp2CXoov7PscdE-5_muqen0op4_GpvG1Q4zS0Jdlaof_Ehebihv15xEm51VoaEPKokd0xIAkvUvdLBWx2xPeWOy3kMhJLsxAtP1aGAvssFdpk4BcT7UkI0o0STQGHWtKikzBlTWi6h4x1hBpgOpNTMw7u4OvWli8D3IzqcJSiFc6AVPb5NVu-agbvtcrjxsHgwiOUFZ24GEJnosjfjOUZ-N-V5cwmESZsvxnUDBRk2QDdE3ZwELf3xShg-OBC5U7Wz0bE_U4UdYIL74uTFU1l5_S2zmI0N1pXM-be55WiQb59zqqeJbIXujATLsdQzTxaNaRqb4LBJi7sbrB9fWT8BdEyI9egy7qpscBzx4j1FZj5rshXE_hbQCpsUvG35G3cCwal9uK3XMy5yUWXGf8qIkya-iOo7vVPueyYSUsEcrHhLUOwODALr7dWljnJTqvu2O186Y0-zqsLNnJx1OjX9Bhq314s3rbWiFWe-xoC4z7UKIcRPWEos_4Pej-SOTp4-6zOVQsmzR0-NsCZMApJ9b0vPw=&c=LFdZ3b0Yqvtt6K8p3gK4_J38MudHmFJxNKvnwPqKqIN3aNU7ES45WQ==&ch=3-4saPA78rKkrJT_OPQ9WeMutOVR8eHgizg7FK9fITjHVXokiKBAEg==
https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001nRnOcSoekrn6mnF4fFWEXt7SMLB7qD70dk_Nc6RskM7ZNA7BoMR-NokoGCvFYv1CZ8nZvW0D05a-J_woeOTk0FS1E5VbNBPKLanvJE0w5nT_Caoyt66DClL_eHfFENBF34xGlmx5C1u0XLYDHYwgoY-DlfmeYPQmgOLrWqYFsAoNh6mpX4e-Y2RwZvEYV2sXlgH-OdNO55kuMlQG2HL6ftP68misXDSSoM0c1snqUghpTjYetVRKJVsTey8ZOSKNQ5tfcddvD2bg9vhl-IgtsJJHoI964SWTlvzo178CLLV8B0uVtg18gaYjgmWDXJhofqfbStpK5Qwlyhv46BwyBLB0HJ-UNNPqbYZxqpLprIg9lNg8oscbYvzu81AuL-3l3V6pHqdDJrS7T7xTuAbf80yTZS7zVuRLvTEVLiXBudMQsY9UuRihR2QPLW1zeLztlbeCVOJHJepCiSgINREO8S0sLbybJGJGlaZ9s-aeD2M3uE0WADqBk4LQFVlUsA5QXLPJ3HhTdMgNvM9OBsOKEKHA8xA_smsZhzgVQQuVX7KqHj6VjdwZZvSw-NZmz_JVCj8DBXGNHrxbgngJHHZsqASykcRKQUnrhSI5NLGL_Hp23rPcMt7nphz5OvZVH-AfCepzMwIBK9PleGBfGArQGmC1SdOn2ADfddbNkTIhBU-_If-P7BUfKQHoYW4KvlGz8mdk749iE76AvbdZsZjAIw==&c=LFdZ3b0Yqvtt6K8p3gK4_J38MudHmFJxNKvnwPqKqIN3aNU7ES45WQ==&ch=3-4saPA78rKkrJT_OPQ9WeMutOVR8eHgizg7FK9fITjHVXokiKBAEg==
https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001nRnOcSoekrn6mnF4fFWEXt7SMLB7qD70dk_Nc6RskM7ZNA7BoMR-NokoGCvFYv1Cu0o0OI_G1cHMhxlDc217eVUP-cS4TlIwqu4ETZeqF3xV3vjyu5pd-MWRtbAVMKI3VNx40F3LkL7rNAcWi7C3zo8KFyhdXPcM&c=LFdZ3b0Yqvtt6K8p3gK4_J38MudHmFJxNKvnwPqKqIN3aNU7ES45WQ==&ch=3-4saPA78rKkrJT_OPQ9WeMutOVR8eHgizg7FK9fITjHVXokiKBAEg==

