
New Rain Garden and Stilling Basins Installed 

to Support Santa Fe River 

Ribbon Cutting Planned for Tuesday, July 12, at 1 p.m. 

  

SANTA FE, July 6 – The City of Santa Fe’s 
Public Works Department and the Santa Fe 
Watershed Association are excited to 
announce the completion of the Brother’s 
Lane Rain Garden and Camino Escondido 
Stilling Basins. The community is invited to 
attend a ribbon cutting at the rain garden, 
which is located next to El Castillo 
Retirement Community (250 East 
Alameda), on Tuesday, July 12, at 1 p.m. 
 

The Brother’s Lane Rain Garden collects 
stormwater from East Alameda and forces 
the polluted runoff through a series of 
infiltration basins, allowing the water to slow 
and settle before reaching the Santa Fe 
River. Conveying water through these bio-
engineered basins significantly improves water quality and helps to recharge low-lying 
aquifers. The stilling basins upstream at Camino Escondido work to dissipate energy as storm 
flows enter the Santa Fe River, thereby reducing erosion and decreasing sediment loads 
entering the river. 
 

“I am so happy the City of Santa Fe has been able to support this amazing project—it’s truly 
inspiring seeing what can be accomplished when public and private partnerships are formed 
to achieve a common goal,” said Melissa McDonald, Parks and Open Space Division Director. 
“We are excited to see these rain gardens in action providing numerous benefits to our river, 
our wildlife, and our community.” 
 

To help support the City’s Bees, Trees, & Water initiative, the rain garden includes pollinator-
friendly plants to provide habitat for native bees and offer shade for other helpful insects 
shade. In addition, volunteers will now have an easily accessible site to test water quality and 
assist with data collection. 
 

This project was a collaboration of the City of Santa Fe’s Public Works Department, the Santa 
Fe Watershed Association, Watershed West, and The Raincatcher Inc. It was funded by a 
River Steward Grant from the New Mexico Environment Department and received the support 
of the Mayor and Governing Body. 
 

To learn more about stormwater issues and City projects addressing runoff, check out this 
interactive stormwater storymap developed by the Public Works Department and the Santa Fe 
River Commission. 

 

 

 

 

  

https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001XBs_aX9-u1f2Y5rJIqIWgrdA-O8_ethO4SQDD9EV-yMgENyEOQdvkOAzo-T-3yrLs3xaaCXN7MsRl2M_icbUJddNHq6RdMYspQY0TNMqn3_EaR27nH6b5t-UEgnBTuD6VrOPjRnEr_3wE1S5hfCiKnB2eFk5tCn5_kpeSPYBhsk=&c=9bFFpidl0SFNjJYN7AFnLJti78F0qicwLcClPTiWfHF3w9Ex6Rfs-A==&ch=o-mZ4RLasnO_BbQCSCWX87NT9COUjN7qrWxYjGeDL7PLSJm0kY2qKg==
https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001XBs_aX9-u1f2Y5rJIqIWgrdA-O8_ethO4SQDD9EV-yMgENyEOQdvkOCst3br7fl4cApJaLLbvz3aPtf_u91hE_5BwowwuFuG-wZVDp1-TaBqmyggCRyVU22nNf81TDL8lMz9KVeUJ6zlX5mM-Ogb8GtFbr-Zo_6I&c=9bFFpidl0SFNjJYN7AFnLJti78F0qicwLcClPTiWfHF3w9Ex6Rfs-A==&ch=o-mZ4RLasnO_BbQCSCWX87NT9COUjN7qrWxYjGeDL7PLSJm0kY2qKg==
https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001XBs_aX9-u1f2Y5rJIqIWgrdA-O8_ethO4SQDD9EV-yMgENyEOQdvkOCst3br7fl4v3vy9G0QhpujOdRL9z0nUK5DQ2RQLzGXqnuK1UOgEQA7L47PQnlms_72OxOtkvGqKLWuau05VRTZVuGGNzhiig==&c=9bFFpidl0SFNjJYN7AFnLJti78F0qicwLcClPTiWfHF3w9Ex6Rfs-A==&ch=o-mZ4RLasnO_BbQCSCWX87NT9COUjN7qrWxYjGeDL7PLSJm0kY2qKg==
https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001XBs_aX9-u1f2Y5rJIqIWgrdA-O8_ethO4SQDD9EV-yMgENyEOQdvkOCst3br7fl4IvjuHYKI416jHoRzBLQ-HTQ4Ux3Xw1GK5ALoZ-ELH-9rnCwXGP8UwbBDlOWgtmdYuMz-2Exu6xj0g6KiwG0PE-WWZxvZYnIoRjo03Z6OFeHiROQx7202QAHLK5nOS5YHgm_gSPGO_GBj8kHSw8rh067IZfRA4J_8TG3JGcUh_jcSgzLQPoHauu3TYnZwheZqOEyXiNDNb6-FvaalXX0wUUtreBBJYlqCniM8cOmpW6nrhWU_p_vb92r0W6FvydKMUdm_drE_oBbFlhScnZW9IuqDyNJzjaSZCFumqt6sXh0K7lYjsf0uX7__l1OYd5fyElubEQKNygtFMIODQJu-h1TTMbYAX1u5cnoB6-Wj-BiY4iTdzicfecDgzSfz8Jda&c=9bFFpidl0SFNjJYN7AFnLJti78F0qicwLcClPTiWfHF3w9Ex6Rfs-A==&ch=o-mZ4RLasnO_BbQCSCWX87NT9COUjN7qrWxYjGeDL7PLSJm0kY2qKg==
https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001XBs_aX9-u1f2Y5rJIqIWgrdA-O8_ethO4SQDD9EV-yMgENyEOQdvkEYfM1vV5shbofN4q7BZqDzFuluqm9FkZilZJa-Pfu2IpRHoMkZFJ-gmZ8ObqGpA8POtF43VpjWHwDdFazVtAXf_zEn0-vTHZ3HvsFICCthL2D34hLQrbA0BaBOAkwT5X1T2j6X2H1jQSo3uYGZTGbHks3GvpCH3Sg==&c=9bFFpidl0SFNjJYN7AFnLJti78F0qicwLcClPTiWfHF3w9Ex6Rfs-A==&ch=o-mZ4RLasnO_BbQCSCWX87NT9COUjN7qrWxYjGeDL7PLSJm0kY2qKg==
https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001XBs_aX9-u1f2Y5rJIqIWgrdA-O8_ethO4SQDD9EV-yMgENyEOQdvkEYfM1vV5shbofN4q7BZqDzFuluqm9FkZilZJa-Pfu2IpRHoMkZFJ-gmZ8ObqGpA8POtF43VpjWHwDdFazVtAXf_zEn0-vTHZ3HvsFICCthL2D34hLQrbA0BaBOAkwT5X1T2j6X2H1jQSo3uYGZTGbHks3GvpCH3Sg==&c=9bFFpidl0SFNjJYN7AFnLJti78F0qicwLcClPTiWfHF3w9Ex6Rfs-A==&ch=o-mZ4RLasnO_BbQCSCWX87NT9COUjN7qrWxYjGeDL7PLSJm0kY2qKg==


 

 


