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October 10, 2022   

 

Governor rescinds four offensive 1800s-era 
proclamations from former New Mexico 

governors, issues statement in celebration of 
Indigenous Peoples’ Day   

 

SANTA FE – On Indigenous Peoples’ Day, Gov. Michelle Lujan Grisham announced she has 
signed an executive order rescinding four 1800s-era proclamations from former territorial 
governors.   

 

“We can never rewrite history or undo the injustices of the past," said Gov. Lujan 
Grisham. “But we can work together to heal old wounds and build stronger bonds between 
us. To that end, today I am rescinding four egregious official proclamations of my 
predecessors.” 

 
Today, the following proclamations are hereby rescinded:   

• March 12, 1851 proclamation of Gov. James S. Calhoun 
• March 18, 1851 proclamation of Gov. James S. Calhoun 
• August 2, 1869 proclamation of Gov. Robert B. Mitchell 
• September 8, 1869 proclamation of Gov. William A. Pile 

The 1851 proclamations issued by Gov. Calhoun directed Native residents to be excluded 
from official census counts and authorized militias to “pursue and attack” Indigenous New 
Mexicans. The 1869 proclamations issued by Gov. Mitchell and Gov. Pile declared certain 
Tribal nations as “outlaws” and authorized New Mexico residents to commit violence 
against Tribal citizens. 

 

No record can be found of these four proclamations ever being rescinded by previous 
governors. While proclamations are issued at will by governors, they must be rescinded by 
executive order. 

 



“It is heartening to see that we can come together and heal by respecting tribal histories on 
Indigenous Peoples’ Day, and I am grateful to Gov. Lujan Grisham for rescinding these 
proclamations,” said Pueblo of Pojoaque Gov. Jenelle Roybal. “For my people, this 
day, T’owa-ví Thaa Day in the Tewa language, is about remembering our history and our 
ancestors – those who were here first. I encourage every New Mexican and every citizen of 
Nations, Tribes and Pueblos to reflect on the values, language and culture we celebrate 
today.” 

 

The governor also issued the following statement in celebration of Indigenous Peoples’ 
Day:   

 

“Today, we join together with Indigenous peoples to remember and honor the rich culture 
and legacy of New Mexico’s first citizens. The 23 sovereign Nations, Tribes and Pueblos are 
an integral part of our state's diverse culture, providing essential and unique contributions 
to New Mexican life and to the history of our state and country. Today we pause to 
remember our shared heritage and the strong friendship and respect we have built over 
generations. From Po’pay, born in Ohkay Owingeh, who led the first American Revolution 
in the great Pueblo Revolt of 1680 to the Navajo Code Talkers whose unbreakable code 
saved thousands of American lives in WWII, today we pause to remember our shared 
heritage and the strong friendship and respect we have built over generations. 

 
“My administration will continue to invest in and support Indigenous communities 
throughout New Mexico. This year we broke ground on the Navajo Code Talker Museum to 
make sure future generations know the stories and courage of the Code Talkers. In Gallup, 
we announced funds for new wells to provide safe drinking water to remote Navajo Chapter 
Houses and to the greater Gallup community. Just last month, we announced the first ever 
tribal LEDA grant of $2.5 million to the Taos Pueblo Heritage Center which will create over 
200 new jobs and help preserve the cultural heritage of the Pueblo.”   

 
Indian Affairs Department Secretary Lynn Trujillo, a member of Sandia Pueblo, issued 
the following statement:   

 
"Today, we remember and celebrate New Mexico's Nation’s Tribes and Pueblos and 
Indigenous communities and people for their significant contributions that are evident in 
our state and across the Nation. By commemorating Indigenous Peoples Day, we reclaim 
space and give a more honest representation of our past. Today and every day, we honor the 
beauty and strength of America's first citizens."   

 
The executive order, as well as historic documentation of the rescinded proclamations, is 
attached here for reference.   

 
###  
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JPUl®CDU.~W~ U-ll©ll 
OF THE 

c· ...... ~~t· !_if ,1.--4 

JAMES S. CALHOUN, 
Governor of the Territory of New Jlfexico. 
To all whom it mciy co,icern: 

W HEREAs, by the act of Congress estab
lishing the Territory of N. Mexico, approv
ed September 9th, I 850, in the fifth Section 
thereof, it is enacted among other things that, 
"previous to the first election, the Governor 
shall cause a census or enumeration of the 
inhabitants of the several counties and dis
tricts to be taken." 

Now, in pursuance of said enactment, I 
hereby authorize and direct the several per
sons named below, after they shall respective
ly have taken an oath or affirmation before 
some offic:er of said Territory, authorized to 
admin ister oaths, faithfully to perform their 
duties in the premises, to proceed to take an 
accurab census or enumeration of all the in
habitants (Indians excepted) of the several 
counties and districts to whi~h they are re
spectively assigned, and make a true return 
of such census or enumeration into the office 

"the Secretary of the Territory, on or be
. ... ore the 15th day of April next. 

To the County of Tao!, is assigned George Gould, 
To the County of Rio Arriba, 1s assigned Celedon Valdez. 
To the Coun ty of San ta Fe, is assigned Mau r icio Duran. 
To the County of San Miguel, is assigned T urner Donaldson . 
To the County of Santa Ana, is assigned 
To the County of Bernalillo, is assigned Pabfo Gutieres. 

From the lower end of the county of Ber
nalillo to a straight line intersecting the river 
above the first houses of the town of Sabinal, 
including both sides of the river,-is assigned 
to Lorenzo Labadi. · 

From the line last mentioned above Sabi
nal, including both sides of the river to a line 
drawn, intersecting _~ the river at _ the upper 
end of the Jornada~del Muerto, ~is assigned 
to Charles Overman. 

From the upper end of the Jornada del 
Muerto to the southern limits of the Terri
tory of New Mexico, including both sides of 
the river, is assigned to C.H. Hoppin. 

The fourteenth day of March, 1851, will 
be the date to which the enumeration and 
return will have reference; and the persons 
hereby authorized to take this ,enumeration 
shall receive such compensation for their ser
vices as the first Legislative Assembly of the 
Territory shall allow them. 

Given under my bandat the city of 
I!!.: i. . 

Santa Fe, this 12th day of March, 
1851. 

JAS. S. CALHOUN. 
.By the Governor, 

H. N. SMITH, 

" 
JAMES S. CALHOUN, 

Gobernador del Terriiurio de }\ uevo .Mejico. 

Sepan todos a qmenes perteneciere: 

Que en la seccion quinta del acta del Con
greso que establece el Territorio de N uevo 
Mejico i que fue aprobada el 9 de Setiembre 
de l 850, se decreta entre otras co~as que an
tes de la primera eleccion el Gobernador 
mandara tomar un censo o enumeracion de 
los diferentes condados i districtos. 

Ahora, en virtud de dicho decreto autorizo 
i mando que las personas abajo mencionadas 
despues de haber prestado juramento o afi.r
macion ante un ofi.cial autorizado para pres
tar juramentos, que cumpliran fielmente con 
sus deberes en las premicias, procedan a to
mar un censo o enumeracion exacta de todos 
los habitantes de :10s diferentes condados, i 
districtos que les sean asignados, con excepcion 
de los Indios, i que remitan un informe ex
acto de dicho censo i enumeracion a la Sec, 
retaria del Territorio para el dia 15 de Abril 
proximo, o antes. 
Al Condado de Taos esta destinado , 
Al " Rio Arriba, '· 
Al " Santa Fe, " 
A l " San Migue l, " 
Al " Santa Ana " 
Al " Bernalillo " 

George Gould. 
Celedon Valdez. 
Mauricio Duran. 

., Turne /r Donaldson. 
t_i( d111tcl, '1~~'11-M 

Pablo Gutierres . 

Desde el extremo del condado de Bernalill,) 
a una linea recta que corte el rio mas arriba 
de las primeras casas del pueblo de Sabinal 
incluyuendo ambos lados del rio esta desti
nado a Lorenzo Labadi. 

Desde la linea ya mencionada mas arriba 
del Sabinal incluyendo ambos lado del Rio 
a una que corte dicho rio en el extremo de 
arriba de la jornada del Muerto esta desti
nada a Charles Overman. 

Desde el· extremo de Arriba de la J ornada 
del Muerto hasta los confines del sur del Ter
ritorio de Nuevo Mejico incluyendo ambos 
lados del rio esta destinado, a C. H. Hoppin. 

El dia 14 de Marzo de 18 51 es la fecha 
en que se debe recibir el informe de dicha 
enumeracion. Y las personas autorizadas 
para tomar dicha enumeracion recibiran la 
compensacion que les sea asignada por la pri
mera Asamblea Legislativa. 

Firmada de mi mano en la cuidad de San
ta Fe el 12 de Marzo de 1851. 

JAMES S. CALHOUN, 
I 

Por el Gobernador, 
Gobernador. 

\ 

H. N. SMITH, 

Secretario del Territorio . 
E• TrcidtLCcion. del Original. 

D. V. Whiting, Traductor e inforpret8 de! Gobierno . 
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OVEBN 
OF THE TERRITORY OF NEW MEXICO. 

TO THE PEOPLE OF SAID TERRITORY. 

The present condition of the Territory of New Mexico, 
surrounded as it is by hostile tribes of Indians, whose almost 
daily incursions :ind depredations are the source of the great
est evils which afflict the country, has induced me to issue , 
by virtue of my powers, as Commander-in-Chief of the Mili-
tia of the Territory, this proclamation. · 

I recommend to all able-bodied male citizens of the Terri
tory, capable of bearing arms, the formation of Volunteer 
Corps to protect their families, property and homes, and as 
Commander-in-Chief, as before mentioned, will commission 
the officers of such companies as may be raised for service 
against the hostile Indians-upon being shown that such com
panies havf. been organized, and that the persons to be com
missioned,(hav~ been chosen to their different commanas& 
that the companies have volunteered to organize under the 
commands of such persons so presenting their claims for com
missions. 

Immediately upon the organization of any such companies, 
they will report to the Commander-in-Chief their strength 
and numbers, and they are then authorized to pursue and at
tack any hostile tribe of Indians which may have entered the 
settlements for the purpose of plunder and depredation. 

I further direct and order that the properly which may be 
captured from any hostile tribe of Indians, by any company 
raised under the foregoing provisions, shall be disposed of in 
accordance with the laws and customil heretofore existing iu 
this Territory-until Legislative action shall be had upon the 
subject) either by the Congress of the United States or the Le
gislative Assembly of this Territory. 

I also remind those who may volunteer in any such com
pany, that the law will be strictly enforced against any person 
who shall use this measure of protection to the inhabitants of 
the Territory, as a pretext for any depredations upon or inva
sion of the property of the peaceable citizens of N. Mexico; 
the intention being ,to put in force the means which are in the 
power of the people for their benefit, and not that a license 
for injury to them shall be the result. 

In conclusion, the aid and co-operation of the -vyell-wishers 
to the country is asked, that this movement, which it is believ
ed, can be made so remedial of the sufferings of the people, 
may go into successful operation, and that life and property
and the homes and fire-sides of the people may be rendered se
cure from those perils and dangers which now so constantly 
and daily threaten them. 

Given under my hand at the City of Santa 
Fe, this 18th day of l\farch, A. D. 1851. 

JAMES S. CALHOUN, 
Governor" 

La condicion actual del Territorio de N uevo Mejico rodeada 
como se encuentra, por tribus de Indios hostiles, cuyas incur
siones i robos casi diarios son el origen de los mayores males 
que aflijen al pais, me ha inducido, en virtud de mi antoridad 
como Comandante-en-gefe, de la inilicia publicar esta pro
clama. 

Recomiendo a los todos cuidadanos varones, bien a condicion
ados i que sean ca paces de llevar armas, la formacion de un cuerpo 
voluntario para la proteccion de sus familias, sus propiedades i 
sus hogares, i siendo comandante-en-gefe como he dicho, comis
ionare a los oficiales de aquellas companias que se puedan reunir 
para el servicio contra los Indios hostiles luego que sean organi
zada:S, i las ersonas ue sean comisionado~ que las compa
mas an ofrecido orgamzarse aJo el man o de aquellas per
sonas que presentcn sus derechos para ser comisionados. "" 

Inmed iatamente que se organize alguna de dichas compa
nias informaran al Comandante-en~Gefe de su fuerza i nume
ro, i entonces tienen la autoridad tle perseguir i atacar cuales
quiera tribu de Indios hostiles que entren a las poblaciones con 
el fin de cometer robos i estragos. 

Ademas decreto i mando que se disponga de Ia propiedae:l' 
que se quite de alguna tribu de Indios hostiles por cuales~ 
quiera de las companias formadas bajo las condiciones mencio
nadas; con arreglo a las leyes i costumbres que han existido 
en este Territorio, hasta saber la desicion del Congreso de los 
Estados Uniclos o la de la Asamblea Legislativa de este Terri
torio. 

Tambien recuerdo a aquellas personas que sirvan en dichas 
companias, que la lei sera ejecutada con el mayor rigor contra 
cualesquiera persona que use este medio de proteccion para los 
habitantes del Territorio como un pretexto para acometer al
guna unvasion o robo de la propiedad de los so~egados ciuda 
danos de Nuevo I\lejico. Siendo la intencion usar los medios 
que estan al alcauze del pueblo para su propio beneficio, i no 
que el resultado sea una licencia para acometer injurias. 

En conclusion se pide la asistencia i co-operacion de los que 
desean el bien del pais, que este medio que se cree puede dar 
remedio a los padecimientos del pueblo tenga un pripcipio 
eficaz, i que las vidas i las propiedatles, los domicilios i hogare~ 
del pueblo se puedan librar de los peligros i riesgos que con 
tinuamente les amenaza. 

Firmada de· mi mano en la cuidad c 
Santa Fe, a 18 de Marzo de 1851. 

JAMES S. CALHOUN,. 
Gobernador, 

Es traducion del Original. 
D_. V. WHITING, Traductor e interprete del_Gobierno. 





GO,TERNOR'S PROCLAMATION. _______ , _____ _ 
WHEREAS, the military authorities of the Government have notiiied the co,untr;, by General Orders from 

the Head Quarters of the Army of the United States, that all Indi .ans who were not on reservations designated 

by the proper authorities of the Government after a tiJ.ne specified in said Order, which t ixne has now elapsed, 

and who are committing depredations on the persons and property of the citizens in the locality of their respec

tive supposed Reservations, are declared, by said military authorities, outlaws. 

A::-1D WHEREAS, The Executive of this Territory, in consequence of having tendered his resignation in the 

month of March last, to take effect on the appointment a11d qualification of his successor has felt a delic.acy in 

issuing any proclamation or taking any steps that might appear uuuoual, in the chastisement of said Indi.an 

tribes depredating on the inhabitants of this Territory, 

AND WHEREAS, The Executive of the 'ferritory, after having waited for over four months for the arrival 

of a successor, deems it his imperative duty to take imnrnLltute i;teps, 80 far as he has the power, to protect the 

citizens of the Terntory, or rather to encourage a11J aULhori.:i:e said citi .zens to protect their lives and property 

against the daily raids made on the settlelnents on and adjace1, t to the Rio Grande, .also including the coun• 

ties of Grant and Lincoln, 

Now, THEREFORE, I, ROBERT B. MITCHELL, Governor of the Territory of New Mexico, do issue this 

my solemn Proclamation, 

That, in consequence of the constant depredations and the nrnrder of our most esteemed and valuable citi-

zens--cruelly murdered by the Navajo and Gila Apache Indian tribes-said tribes are hereby declared outlaws, 

and will be punished wherever found outside of the liJnits of their respective reservations ( except under the 

immediate escort of the soldiery) as common rncmies of the country. 

1 do further authorize the citizens of the Territory to use sufficient forc .e, in .all localities, for the protec-

tion of its citizens, even should it result in the killing of every such Jepredator. 

EXECUTIVE OFFICE, 

Santa Fe, N. M., August 2d 1869. 

By the Governor, 

H. H. HEATH, 

Secretary Territory. 

IN TESTIMONY whereof I hav~ hereunto subscribed 

my name .and c.aused the Great Seal of the 

Territory to be affixed this 2d day of August, 

A. D .. 1869. 

ROB'T B. MITCHELL, 

Governor. 





Proclamation. 
\Yh, ·n,as R . 13. l\lit.l'h e ll, Go vernor of t he 

TP1Tilorv of N,·w ;\!Pxi .. o, dHI Oil t.he 211J day 

of Allg11st e ightt·e n h1111d,e d and Rixty nine iss ue 

his proclamation d er:hri 1.g dw. Xavajoe trib e of 
TndiHn:-. out laws; :-111d · 

\Vl1<·reas 1110,t ,,f th at tribe ar,• pPac eah ly a t 

w .. rk on th<'ir r eserv:n ,0 11, t hi• d,0 1>1·edHtions bo·

i 1,g t'o111111i1t,·d by ruv i11g ii ,u 1d:,; w1tho111 t l1e.µ1•r

ll\i~ :,jo11 or ~.1JH·t io 11 of 1hu chit:'fs or lienJ 111c11 uf 
t h" t.rib,•; and 

\\"Ii er Pas (it>nernl Ord e r, Nu. 1, issm ,d fron1 

tl,u o{fii·e of I he Adjuta11t. Ui, 11l'l'al of th e Teni 

try, August 241b, 186D, is i11tr,11d,·J to prnv i11<-, 

1111d1·r tb e provi , i1Jn:; o f the law, mea11s of d,·

h •ni ·c aga in st predatory ua1Jds o f Indian s , with

o ut making war upon o r o utl aw ing the tribe tu 
whid 1 th ey may beJo,,g: 

Now , Th,·r <'fore, I, William A. PilP, Go,,,.,_ 
nor of the Territory of Nt>w .:\'1t-xi,·n, d,1 i:-, .. 111· 

tl,i s 111y proclama t ion 111odifying so 111ud1 of 11,e 

sai,l proclanrnti on as 1efers tu th e Na vaj "" 1,.
di uns, S/J that only 111arauoli11g bands k"uw11 111 

be com mitti 11g d eprt>datiu11s s hal l be 1·01,, 1•1,·r ,·d 
a nrl tr ea t" cl as lio,t ile,. 

I furl her rt->quest and l'a n1l' :-itly urg ~! th u I iti
z t•n:s of the 'J\ .. rritory ro or~:-tnize ar. o.ru .. a· undec 

t lie provi s ions of tbe above narnt>d orih·r, to de

fr111! tb e ir liv es and prop,·rty an'.I puni sh all 

111araodi11g bands of lnd i.ans, and at the same 

t in,e tb ,·y are requ ire d no t to mo.les t peaeeab le · 

lnrlian s livin g on tb eir r ese1·vations. 

In t es timony wher eof I h :iva here 

unto subscribed my nanie and cnu -

[LS.J se J tbP Great Sea l oft.he Territo 

ry to b t> affixe,l this 8 th day of 
S t<pteu,ber A. D. 1869. 

By t lie Gover,wr. 

H. H . HEATH; 

Se cy. Terr itory. 

WM. A. PI LE, 
Governor. 

P11·ocB;:unachtn. 

Por ,·uanto ):{. B. Mitch e ll, Gohe rnador de ! 
T en it.oric, d e N uevo M,j1C·o es pidi6 su procla

rnacion e l di a 2 d e ag1J:,t o de m il ocb ~c ient os 

SPSenta y n11e ve , d,,, ·lar a ndo a la tr il,u de Indios 

Navajoes como band id os ; y 

Por cuanto la mayor part e <le esa tribu esta 

padt i ,·,11nPnte tra liajan olo en su rt' SPrv a~ion, las 

ii, p1·p,la<"ionl's s iend o ,·o metidas por bandas rne

rou ea dor as s in pern, i; ion 6 confirnrncio11 de los 

gefes 6 cap ita 1fr illos de la trihu; y 

P or cuanto Orde11es Gene rales No. l. espcdi

das de la oficina de! Ayuilante, Genera l rlel Ter

ritorio, agosto 24 d e 1869 , esta i11tentado de 

p rove,· r, bujo Jn3 deer e tos c'e la l,·y, medios 

,I,. rlefonsa contra b>111das vri races <le indiDs, 

·sin hacn gue rra 6 s,•,.tencia r por r t'be ldi a a la 
tribu a la cna l pert,·n( 'C<'n. 

Ahora. Por lo t anto, Yo, Gu iller 1110 A . P ile. 

Golwrnado r dPI Ter ri torio d e N uev o Mej ico, 
,., , i,·11du ,·,ta 111i proda aia modificando tau to de 

di .. ba pr oda,n acion,<] ue se r efiere a los lnd iosNa 

v,,jo, ·s , asi •Jue sola111e11te ban d as n, rrodea dor as 

l'llllO<•idas Oe l'OlllPte r depr edac iOT!t'S, SCJ'an tra
t«Jas c11111u host ile s. 

Y ade,na s requi e ro y s in ceramen te supli co 

a los r iu darla11os J ,,J Territ orio de organiz a rse 

d" \,na vez bajo las pro". is iones de la anter io1· 

referic!a 6r,J.rn, para defender ·sus vidas y pro 

pi eda d, y para cast ig ar toda banda merodead c 

ra, y al mismo t ie11,po estan requeridos de no 

rno lestar a Indios viviendo p adficament e sobre 
sus rnservas . 

Rn te sti rnon io <le lo cua l be p uesto mi 

nombre y causado q ue el Gran Se llo de] 

[L .S. ] Territorw sea fijad o estl'l dia 8 de Se ti ern 
br e A. D. 1869. 

GUILLERMO A. PILE, 

P or el Gobcrnador. 
Gobernador. 

H. H. HEATH, 

l:Se<.:reta, io de! T,...ritorio . 
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